Leads/Introductions
1.  Describe a Character:

Of the many explorers who have sought traces of Atlantis, none was more intrepid than Colonel Percy Harris Fawcett.  A self-proclaimed lone wolf, he resolved to accomplish what no man before him had.









-Chris Huff

2.  Action:


The ball whistled through the air toward the plate.  I swung late, and the ball rocketed down the first line just out of reach of the diving first base-man.








-Brian Pearce

3.  Dialogue:


Come down off the ledge, son!” yelled the police officer.  “Your problems can be solved.  Don’t take your life.”


Brad screamed at the officer, “You don’t know me or my problems!”









-David Marsden

4.  Emotion:


She could no longer endure the pain.  Her tears subsided, but the sobs continued to wrack her body.

5.  Detail/Descriptive:
Old man Higgins stopped his beat up Chevy on the side of the dirt road to watch the bright, disc-shaped light zig-zag across the night sky.









-Jon Gwodz

6.  Setting:  My eyes dart nervously around the still, silent courtroom.  The witness stand is empty, no jurors fill the box, and the judge’s gavel lies inert on his desk.

7.  Quotation:  


“Live and let live,” my old man used to say.  He should have followed his own advice.

8.  Avoid leads that begin with:


A rhetorical question:  What do you do with a million dollars?


Phrases like:



When I six. . . . 



        or



I’ll never forget the time



       or



One day. . . . 



       or



I am going to tell you about. . . . 
Conclusions

Since your narrative should tell a meaningful story, you should have a lesson learned with in your story. If you haven’t conveyed the message before the end, that lesson learned may be a good way to conclude your piece. Consider using the following methods to conclude and convey your theme.

1. Action: 
As the football spiraled through the air, I ran down the field to be in a position to catch it. The ball landed right in my hands, and I ran it in for the winning touchdown. I learned that even though I wasn’t the best player on the team, the team still needed me!
2. Dialogue: 

“Danny, I told you that I would be here for you, no matter what happened, and I meant it. Do you believe me now?”

“I sure do! Thanks for sticking by me.”

3. Emotion: 

As my parents leave the room, I lean back against the soft, comfortable couch and let the feelings of despair and loneliness envelop me. I realized then what it really means to disappoint those you love.

4. Drawstring: 
Chris and I had been through a tough time together, but the trial had strengthened the bond between us. Never again would we doubt each other, and from that day on, we remained best friends.

5. Surprise: 

I ran home to see how I could help. I saw my family standing in the doorway with smiles on their faces. “GOTCHA!” they yelled. I had forgotten it was April Fool’s Day, and it looked like I was the fool. 

6. Quotation: 

I can’t even think about what I had done to deserve the pain I must now endure. I should have listened when Shelly told me, “What goes around, comes around.”

7. NEVER end your paper with phrases like:

 I hope you enjoyed my essay…

or

That concludes my essay…





or

Thank you for reading my essay…

or

Then I woke up…
Or

THE END! 
