Elaboration Strategies

1. Action Words:
Action words express an act or an event. Action words can add detail to writing when they are specific and exact.

          Example:
The couple moved across the dance floor and went out the door

          Elaboration:
The couple swept across the dance floor and glided out the door.

2. Adjectives:
Adjectives modify nouns. When used effectively, adjectives can add detail, sensory impressions, and a richness to writing.

          Example:
He wore a suit and hat.

          Elaboration:
He wore an old, tattered suit and a wide-brimmed cowboy hat.

3. Adverbs:
Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. When used effectively, adverbs can add detail, sensory impressions, and a richness to writing.

          Example: 
She walked down the street.

          Elaboration:
She walked aimlessly down the street.

4. Allusion:
An allusion is an indirect reference to a character, event, or situation from another piece of literature. Allusions help create a vivid image for the reader.

          Example:
He used a lot of effort to complete the task.

          Elaboration:
He worked like Hercules to complete the task.

5. Analogies:
Analogies are comparisons of two sets of ideas, items, situations that are considered otherwise dissimilar. Like other kinds of comparisons, analogies help the reader create a more complete picture of the topic or idea discussed in the writing.

          Example:
His ideas started the whole project.

          Elaboration:
Just as a plant springs from a seed, the class project grew from his excellent idea.

6. Characterization:
Characterization is the description or representation of a person’s qualities or peculiarities. Effective characterization makes the characters of a story or other piece of writing more life-like for the reader.

          Example:
She was a wicked old witch.

          Elaboration:
She was a wicked old witch who took delight in hearing the screams of terror when an unsuspecting child came too near.

7. Comparison/

    Contrast:
Comparisons and contrasts draw attention to the similarities and differences between two, or more items, people, or situations. Comparisons and contrasts can help create a complete picture in a piece of writing.

          Example:
The dog had a big bone.

          Elaboration: 
The dog had a bone that seemed too large for his food dish.

8. Conversation:
Conversation is the exchange of ideas, feelings, or opinions between two or more people or characters. Conversation adds a richness to writing because it goes beyond the simple recording of information and shows the involvement of characters or other individuals.
          Example:
My mother said I couldn’t go.

          Elaboration:
My mother said, “I certainly will not allow you to go to that party!”

9. Definition:
A definition is a statement of the meaning of a word, phrase, or term. Accurate definitions make writing more specific.

          Example:
In class we are studying different kinds of trees.

          Elaboration:
In class we are studying different kinds of trees. The first type of tree we studied was the deciduous tree. Deciduous trees are trees that shed or lose their foliage at the end of the growing season.
10. Description:
Description helps create a mental picture for the reader. Effective description is exact and specific and helps recreate an experience for the reader.

           Example:
The girl wore a dress.

           Elaboration:
The girl wore a red dress that fit loosely around her and touched the floor as she walked.

11. Detail:
Details ate the small and distinct pieces of information that add support and substance to a piece of writing.
           Example: 
It looked like an alien.

           Elaboration:
It had huge red antennae and green, lumpy skin.

12. Exaggeration:
An exaggeration is an extravagant statement made about an object, idea, or situation. An exaggeration attracts the reader’s attention through deliberate overstatement or understatement. Deliberate exaggeration in writing is called hyperbole.

           Example:
Before his diet, he weighed a lot.

           Elaboration:
Before his diet, he weighed as much as an elephant.

13. Examples:
Examples provide instances that prove or support an idea. By using examples, the writer can expand or clarify an idea, statement, or opinion.

            Example:
Many of my friends are involved in sports.

            Elaboration:
Many of my friends are involved in sports. Just yesterday Tony told me about his last tennis match.

14. Facts:
Facts are accurate pieces of information used to support an idea or claim. Facts help the writer prove a point made in a piece of writing.

            Example:
Many students in this school need tutoring.

            Elaboration:
Since one out of three students earned a failing grade in an academic subject, many of them will need tutoring.

15. Location:
Location specifies the exact place or situation of an object, person, or place. Location helps create a visual image for reader.

            Example:
The clock was on the table.

            Elaboration:
The clock rested behind some books at the back of the table.

16. Metaphor:
A metaphor is a figure of speech that implies a similarity between two unlike objects by saying one object is actually another, or by giving one object the characteristics of the other. Metaphors add a richness to writing, making it come “alive”.

            Example:
The boy was mean in the morning.

            Elaboration:
The boy growled at everyone in the morning.

17. Personal Anecdote: A personal anecdote is a brief story from the writer’s life that adds information to a piece of writing. Such anecdotes add meaning and a personal touch to a composition.

            Example:
New friends have been important in my life.

            Elaboration:
New friends have been important in my life. I can remember one time I was the only new student in a class. I met Cindy the first day of school, and she helped me find my way around and made me feel at home in a new place.

18. Personification:
Personification is a technique that gives an inanimate object some life-like characteristic. Personification makes writing more interesting.

           Example:
The trees made noise in the wind.

           Elaboration:
The trees moaned as the wind beat against them.

19. Quotation:
A quotation is a statement of another person. Quotations can be used to expand on an idea.

            Example:
People who are alike often stay near one another.

            Elaboration:
People who are alike often stay near each other. This is a perfect example of the old saying, “Birds of a feather flock together.”

20. Imagery:
The use of sensory details greatly enhances a piece of writing and helps the reader create a complete image from the writing.
            Example:
The smell was horrible.

            Elaboration:
She could smell the horrible odor of smoke throughout the house.

21. Simile:
This is another way of comparing two unlike people, objects, or situations. In this type of comparisons, the comparison is made by using the words “as” or “like.” Similes make writing more interesting and descriptive.

            Example:
I have a good friend who makes me happy.

            Elaboration:
When I am with my friend. I am as happy as a kid on the last day of school.

22. Superlative:
Superlatives state descriptions to the highest degree. They add depth and emphasis to writing.

            Example:
The man’s new car was fast.

            Elaboration:
The man’s new car was the speediest car on the block.

